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SUBJECT: INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP A NATIONAL 
EXPORT POLICY 

REF: STATE 95673 

1 . WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS AND 
SUGGESTIONS. 

A. THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COHESIVE AND CONSISTENT NATIONAL 
EXPORT POLICY WOULD IN ITSELF STRENGTHEN THE FOREIGN 
PERCEPTION OF THE US AS A RELIABLE SUPPLIER. 

B. PROVIDED THAT AMERICAN FIRMS ARE REALISTIC IN THEIR 
QUOTATIONS. US GOODS AND SERVICES ARE NOW GENERALLY PRICE 
COMPETITIVE. WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO OUR EXCHANGE RATE IS, 

OF COURSE, VERY SIGNIFICANT IN THAT REGARD. OUR EXPE- 
RIENCES HERE AND IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD CONFIRM THAT 
FINANCING IS THE AREA IN WHICH WE ARE LEAST COMPETITIVE. 

THE NEW. AGGRESSIVE POLICY OF THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK IS, 

OF COURSE, WELCOME AND, WHILE WE APPRECIATE THE INTENT 
OF THE SO CALLED GENTLEMAN S AGREEMENT, WE SUGGEST THAT 
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SOME MECHANISM BE INCORPORATED IN EXIM TERMS WHICH WOULD 
PRECLUDE A COMPETITOR WINNING A BID THROUGH LAST-MINUTE 
FUDGING OR SWEETENING OF ITS FINANCING PACKAGE, 

PARTICULARLY SINCE SUCH BIDS TEND TO BE FOR LARGE ORDERS. 

C. PRESENT GUIDELINES SHOULD BE MODIFIED TO OERMIT A 
SPECIFIC RESPONSE AND RECOMMENDATION BY USG ENTITIES TO 
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REQUESTS BY HOST GOVERNMENTS IN SITUATIONS IN WHICH 
SEVERAL US AND FOREIGN FIRMS ARE COMPETING. THE SUGGES- 
TION THAT ALL US PRODUCTS ARE EQUALLY GOOD OFTEN RESULTS 
IN THE NON-US FIRM WINNING THE BID. 

D. WE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO ACHIEVE OUR NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERA- 
TION AIMS IN A MANNER THAT DOES NOT UNDERMINE THE PRIME 
POSITION OF THE US AS A SUPPLIER OF NUCLEAR ENERGY RELATED 
HARD AND SOFT WARE. 

E. WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE THE GOS TO BE AS 
FORTHCOMING AS POSSIBLE AT MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 
IN FURTHER LIBERALIZING ENTRY INTO THE SPANISH MARKET. 

STABLER 
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